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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 3-4, 8, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. 

As to claim 3, the claim recites the limitation "wherein said access process 
section comprises at least first and second access process for processing different 
phases of said access request". However, no mention is made in the specification of 
'phases', and the specification provides no insight as to what "processing different 
phases of an access request" means. The claim itself does not provide enough detail so 
that one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made could ascertain its 
meaning. 

As to claim 4, the specification is silent on what a plurality of configurations for 
each of said first and second access process sections could mean. The specification 
provides no information on possible combinations capable of processing said access 
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request. The claim itself does not provide enough detail so that one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made could ascertain its meaning. 

As to claim 8, the claim recites the limitation "for each of first and second access 
process sections to serially process said access request and for possible combinations 
of configurations of said first and second access process sections". No mention is made 
in the specification of processing requests 'serially' or of 'possible combinations of 
configurations of said first and second access process sections". The claim itself does 
not provide enough detail so that one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made could ascertain its meaning. 

As to claim 10, the claim recites the limitation "to serially process said access 
request and for possible combinations of configurations of said first and second access 
process sections. No mention is made in the specification of processing requests 
'serially' or of 'possible combinations of configurations of said first and second access 
process sections". The claim itself does not provide enough detail so that one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made could ascertain its meaning. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 8 and 10 recite the limitation "for possible combinations of configurations 
of said first and second access process sections". 

However, as stated in MPEP § 2106 Section ll(C): 

Language that suggests or makes optional but does not require steps to be performed or does 
not limit a claim to a particular structure does not limit the scope of a claim or claim limitation. 

A limitation that is stated as 'possibly' occurring may not actually occur, and thus 
bears no patentable weight. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3, 5-7, and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Krum (US Patent 6,618,742) in view of Sekiiima et al . (US Patent 
6,957,429). 



As to claim 1 , Krum teaches an information processing system comprising an 
information processing apparatus which is used to operate a plurality of applications to 
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request data input/output from a storage (see 2:44-48); and a management host which 
manages said storage (see 2:44-48), 

Wherein said storage and said information processing apparatus constitute an 
access process section for processing an access request from said application (see 
2:48-52); 

Wherein said information processing apparatus comprises an access monitoring 
section which monitors an access request from said application and obtains information 
about said access request for each of said applications (2:52-58 and 3:14-22); and 

Wherein said management host comprises: 

An acceptance section which accepts specification of a new application (see 
2:52-58); 

An estimated load calculation section which calculates estimated load data in 
case of addition of said new application based on information obtained by said access 
monitoring section (see 3:42-49 and 4:8-19); and 

Krum does not teach a load data output section which outputs estimated load 
data calculated by said estimated load calculation section. 

Sekiiima et al . teaches a load data output section which outputs estimated load 
data calculated by said estimated load calculation section (see 3:53-59). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Krum by the teaching of Sekiiima et al ., 
since Sekiiima et al . teaches that "the present invention presents users with a list of 
applicable services dynamically updated and enables the users to specify selective 
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combinations of the services. Thereby, the present invention provides service users with 
the easy recognition of applicable services, flexible selection of services to meet users' 
purposes, and smooth application of selected services to relevant data" (see 2:47-53). 

As to claim 2, Krum as modified teaches wherein said management host 
comprises a current load calculation section which calculates current load data based 
on information obtained by said access monitoring section (see Krum 3:42-49); and 

Wherein said estimated load calculation section calculates estimated load data in 
case of addition of said new application based on current load data calculated by said 
current load calculation section and based on information obtained by said access 
monitoring section (see Krum 4:8-19). 

As to claim 3, Krum as modified teaches the information processing system 
according to claim 1. 

Krum does not teach wherein said access process section comprises at least first 
and second access process sections for processing different phases of said access 
request; 

However, that limitation of the claim has been rejected under 35 USC 112, 1 st 
paragraph above. The specification does not provide an explanation sufficient to enable 
one skilled in the art to ascertain scope of the stated limitation. 

Krum teaches wherein said estimated load calculation section calculates each of 
estimated load data in said first access process section and estimated load data in said 
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second access process section when a new application is added (see Krum 2:66-3:2, 
3:42-49, and 4:8-19). 

As to claim 5, Krum teaches: 

An information processing system comprising a storage which stores a database 
(see Figure 1 , Application Server System), a plurality of information processing 
apparatuses which are used to operate an application requesting data input/output from 
said storage (See figure 1 , and 2:66-3:2), and a management host which manages said 
storage (see 2:66-3:6), 

Wherein said information processing apparatus comprises: 

a database management system which processes an access request from said 
application to said database (see 2:47-52, 4:67-5:3); 

An access monitoring section which monitors an access request sent from said 
application to said database management system and obtains information about said 
access request (see 2:52-58 and 3:14-22); and 

An access information output section which collects information about said 
access request and adds up said information correspondingly to said application (see 
3:14-22 and 4:67-5:3), and 

Wherein said management host comprises: 

An acceptance section which accepts specification of a new application (see 
2:66-3:2); 
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A current load calculation section which calculates current load data based on 
information obtained by said access monitoring section (see 3:42-49); 

An estimated load calculation section which calculates estimated load data in 
case of addition of said new application based on current load data calculated by said 
current load calculation section and based on information obtained by said access 
monitoring section (see 3:42-49 and 4:8-19); 

Krum does not teach a load data output section which outputs estimated load 
data calculated by said estimated load calculation section 

Sekiiima et al . teaches a load data output section which outputs estimated load 
data calculated by said estimated load calculation section (see 3:53-59) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Krum by the teaching of Sekiiima et al ., 
since Sekiiima et al . teaches that "the present invention presents users with a list of 
applicable services dynamically updated and enables the users to specify selective 
combinations of the services. Thereby, the present invention provides service users with 
the easy recognition of applicable services, flexible selection of services to meet users' 
purposes, and smooth application of selected services to relevant data" (see 2:47-53). 

Krum as modified teaches: 

A configuration setup section which sets up a change in configuration of said 
storage based on estimated load data calculated by said estimated load calculation 
section (see Krum 2:58-62 and 4:20-37). 
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As to claim 6, Krum teaches an information processing system comprising a 
storage which stores a file (see Figure 1 , Application Server System), a plurality of 
information processing apparatuses which are used to operate an application 
requesting input/output of data stored in a file from said storage (See figure 1 , and 2:66- 
3:2. Requesting to run a 'job' will receive input / output from a file on a farm system, see 
4:67-5:3), and a management host which manages said storage (see 2:66-3:6), 

Wherein said information processing apparatus comprises: 

A file system which processes an access request from said application to said file 
(see 2:47-52, 4:67-5:3); 

An access monitoring section which monitors an access request sent from said 
file system to said storage and obtains information about said access request (see 3:14- 
22); and 

An access information output section which collects information about said 
access request and adds up said information correspondingly to said application (see 
3:14-22 and 4:67-5:3), 

Wherein said management host comprises: 

An acceptance section which accepts specification of a new application (see 
2:66-3:2); 

A current load calculation section which calculates current load data based on 
information obtained by said access monitoring section (see 3:42-49); 

An estimated load calculation section which calculates estimated load data in 
case of addition of said new application based on current load data calculated by said 
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current load calculation section and based on information obtained by said access 
monitoring section (see 3:42-49 and 4:8-19); 
Krum does not teach: 

A load data output section which outputs estimated load data calculated by said 
estimated load calculation section; 

Sekiiima et al . teaches a load data output section which outputs estimated load 
data calculated by said estimated load calculation section; (see 3:53-59) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Krum by the teaching of Sekiiima et al .. 
since Sekiiima et al . teaches that "the present invention presents users with a list of 
applicable services dynamically updated and enables the users to specify selective 
combinations of the services. Thereby, the present invention provides service users with 
the easy recognition of applicable services, flexible selection of services to meet users' 
purposes, and smooth application of selected services to relevant data" (see 2:47-53). 

Krum as modified teaches: 

A configuration setup section which sets up a change in configuration of said 
storage based on estimated load data calculated by said estimated load calculation 
section (see Krum 2:58-62 and 4:20-37). 

As to claim 7, Krum teaches a control method of an information processing 
system comprising an information processing apparatus which is used to operate a 
plurality of applications to request data input/output from a storage (See figure 1 , and 
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2:66-3:2. Requesting to run a 'job' will receive input / output from a farm system, see 
4:67-5:3); and a management host which manages said storage (see 2:66-3:6), said 
method comprising the steps of: 

Monitoring an access request from said application (see 2:47-52, 4:67-5:3); 

Obtaining information about said access request for each of said applications 
(see 3:14-22); 

Calculating current load data based on information about said obtained access 
request (see 3:42-49); 

Accepting specification of a new application (see 2:66-3:2); 

Calculating estimated load data in case of addition of said new application based 
on information about said obtained access request (see 3:42-49 and 4:8-19); 

Calculating estimated load data in case of addition of said new application based 
on said calculated current load data and information about said obtained access request 
(see 3:42-49 and 4:8-19); 

Krum does not teach outputting calculated estimated data. 

Sekiiima et al . teaches outputting calculated estimated data (see 3:53-59) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Krum by the teaching of Sekiiima et al ., 
since Sekiiima et al . teaches that "the present invention presents users with a list of 
applicable services dynamically updated and enables the users to specify selective 
combinations of the services. Thereby, the present invention provides service users with 
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the easy recognition of applicable services, flexible selection of services to meet users' 
purposes, and smooth application of selected services to relevant data" (see 2:47-53). 

As to claim 9, Krum teaches a program to calculate load data in an information 
processing system comprising an information processing apparatus which is used to 
operate a plurality of applications to request data input/output from a storage (See figure 
1 , and 2:66-3:2. Requesting to run a 'job' will receive input / output from a farm system, 
see 4:67-5:3); and a management host which manages said storage (see 2:66-3:6), 

Wherein said program allows said system to function as: 

Means for monitoring an access request from said application and obtaining 
information about said access request for each of said applications (see 3:14-22); 

Means for calculating current load data based on information about said obtained 
access request (see 3:42-49 and 4:8-19); 

Means for accepting specification of a new application (see 2:66-3:2); 

Means for calculating estimated load data in case of addition of said new 
application based on information about said obtained access request (see 3:42-49 and 
4:8-19); 

Means for calculating estimated load data in case of addition of said new 
application based on said calculated current load data and information about said 
obtained access request (see 3:42-49 and 4:8-19); and 

Krum does not teach means for outputting said calculated estimated load data. 
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Sekiiima et al . teaches means for outputting said calculated estimated load data 
(see 3:53-59). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Krum by the teaching of Sekiiima et al ., 
since Sekiiima et al . teaches that "the present invention presents users with a list of 
applicable services dynamically updated and enables the users to specify selective 
combinations of the services. Thereby, the present invention provides service users with 
the easy recognition of applicable services, flexible selection of services to meet users' 
purposes, and smooth application of selected services to relevant data" (see 2:47-53). 

As to claim 10, Krum teaches wherein means for calculating estimated load data 
calculated estimated load data in case of addition of a new application for each of first 
and second access process sections (see 2:66-3:6, 3:13-22, 4:8-19). 

The remainder of the claim is rejected under 35 USC 112, 1 st paragraph above. 

5. A search has been performed on the claims, and though prior art is not used in 
the rejection of claims 4 and 8, the claims are not allowed. 



Conclusion 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles D. Adams whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-3938. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM, M - F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571 ) 272-4085. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Charles Adams 
AU2164 




